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Salish Kootenai College  
Education Department 

 
Teaching Science in the Elementary Classroom Practicum 

EDUC 391 - 1 credit 
 

 
Instructor: Douglas Ruhman 
Contact information: doug_ruhman@skc.edu 
Office location:  Education Building, Room 124 
Office hours: Monday and Wednesday 8:00  -  11:00 a.m. 
 
Course Description 
 

EDUC 391 1 cr  Co-requisite EDUC 390 
 

Teaching Science in the Elementary Classroom Practicum provides students with 
supervised field experiences related to the content and context of the science methods 
course. Content focus will be on field observation and reflection and implementation of 
methods and materials of science instruction appropriate to the development of the K-8 
educator. 
 
Relation to Conceptual Framework 
 

The opportunities provided in this course, by placing candidates in the position of both 
student and teacher, support the teacher candidate in developing perspectives, 
knowledge and skills as teachers in a social constructivist learning environment, and in 
developing expertise in experiential and inquiry based teaching and learning, 
accountability for student learning, reflective practice and instructional leadership skills. 
 
Course Outcomes:   
The course outcomes are aligned with the INTASC and PEPPS as listed in the EDUC 
390 Methods course syllabus. 
 
Course Objectives 
 

Through the successful completion of this course, the candidate will demonstrate that 
they are able to 
 

1) teach an elementary science lesson that, when appropriate, 
 

A. effectively incorporates instructional technology, 
B. utilizes contextually competent methods and content, 
C. employs inquiry based learning, 
D. employs differentiated methods and content to meet the needs of diverse 

learners,  
E. provides opportunities for development of science process skills, content 

knowledge and scientific attitudes and dispositions in students, 
F. addresses potential student misconceptions, 
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G. utilizes formative and summative assessment and 
H. addresses the science content standards. 

 
2) employs instructional inquiry and reflective practices to examine their teaching, 

others’ teaching and students’ learning, 
3) utilizes educational resources in supporting their growth as a professional educator 

and 
4) exhibits professionalism when working in the K-8 schools. 
 
Field Experience Details 
 

Candidates are required to complete ten hours of field experience in which they will 
observe and engage in science instruction in Flathead Reservation K-8 classrooms. 
Some of these hours (about 2-3 hours) may be in supervised, guided observations 
coordinated by the instructor. The remainder of the hours are to be divided between 
student-initiated observations in multiple diverse elementary science classroom 
observations, and finally in a single K-8 classroom in which the student will eventually 
teach a model science lesson. Details and materials will be provided at the beginning of 
the course. Students are responsible for their own transportation to and from the 
schools for all field experiences, and must sign in as guests at the school office and 
adhere to protocol per each school’s policies. Students should arrive ten minutes prior 
to the start of each day’s field experience. 
 

At each field experience session, candidates are required to sign an attendance 
sheet supplied by the instructor. Each candidate must keep a journal of their science 
field experiences in which they will record anecdotal notes describing the experience. 
Further, students will complete reflective essays about their field experiences in 
response to specific questions supplied by the course instructor for each experience. 
Experiences will be discussed by the entire group in subsequent sessions as a means 
to examine various educational issues and to tie theory to practice. More details on 
these requirements are provided below. 
 

Candidates are required to teach a minimum of one science lesson in a K-8 classroom 
and will be assessed doing so by either an SKC Education faculty member and/or their 
supervising teacher as part of their course grade. 
 
Professionalism 
 

Candidates are expected to attend all field experience sessions and exhibit professional 
behavior at all times when visiting the K-8 schools. You are a representative of Salish 
Kootenai College. You must be prompt, dressed appropriately, sign in as a visitor at the 
school office, be attentive to the teacher and the class, avoid behaviors that distract 
instruction, assist the teacher as appropriate, complete assignments in a timely manner, 
and follow all of the K-8 schools’ rules and policies. Failure to do so will result in lost 
points in the course grade. 
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Written Reflections/Discussions of Field Experiences 
 

Candidates are required to take anecdotal notes on their observations of classroom 
instruction during the field experiences and to respond in written essays to a set of 
questions about instruction provided by the course instructor. Notes should describe 
significant aspects of the experience. Essays should exhibit deep reflection on the 
experience and should tie educational theory to practice and to personal experiences in 
teaching and learning. Further, professional discourse about teaching and learning 
enhances professional growth as an educator. The 390 class will discuss the field 
experiences as a group following the observations of instruction and candidates are 
expected to contribute their insights and observations to this professional discourse.  
 
Evaluation of Teaching 
 

Candidates are required to teach at least one science lesson. Candidates should 
discuss the lesson with their supervising teacher. In some cases, it may be 
recommended that you teach a lesson of your choice; in others, you will teach a lesson 
from the supervising teacher’s curriculum. Working closely with your supervising 
teacher will improve the experience for you and your students. The supervising teacher 
will evaluate your lesson and, when possible, the 390 course instructor will also be 
present to observe your teaching and evaluate the lesson. 
 
Grading 
 

Reflective essays and anecdotal notes    30 points   
Professional discourse about field experiences   30 points 
Evaluation of candidate’s instruction of one science lesson 30 points 
Professionalism       10 points 
Total points possible              100 points 
 
Other Course Expectations 
 

Conduct and attendance – As would be expected of teachers practicing in the field, 
teacher candidates are expected to exhibit appropriate conduct and engage in full 
attendance and participation in class activities. Evaluation of candidate performance 
is partially dependent on their participation in activities that are only available during 
class time, therefore, it is imperative for teacher candidates’ success in this course to 
attend all classes and to participate in all class activities. It is the candidate’s 
responsibility to contact the instructor if an emergency prohibits their class attendance. 
Candidate conduct in class and in regards to class assignments outside of class should 
reflect that of an education professional. Please read the Student Code of Conduct 
found in the SKC Handbook for clarification about attendance rights and responsibilities. 
 
Special needs – All buildings on the SKC campus are accessible to people with 
disabilities. If you have other special needs involving the field experience placement, 
please contact the instructor for assistance in addressing them.  


